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Abstract:

Through this research, we aim to delve into the concept of religious translation,
prioritizing the translation of the Holy Quran into English. This will be achieved
through comparison and interpretation, based on an examination and analysis of visible
and hidden elements. On the other hand, we will explore the concept of Jewish and
Christian theological references and their relationship with English translations of the
Holy Quran. Furthermore, we will explore the realm of Orientalism and its structure
related to Quran translation, in addition to the issue of translation void or, as it is also
known, untranslatability. Based on the foregoing, it is plausible to assert that Quranic
translation is confronted with notable constraints and difficulties, prompting us to
pursue extensive research and contribute to the advancement of the areas of humanities
and jurisprudence.

Building on the aforementioned, a new methodology can be derived to contribute
to the development and enhancement of religious translation. This is what we will delve
into in this research.

Keywords: references, Jewish theology, Christian theology, Orientalism, the void in
translation.
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In the name of Allah the most gracious the most merciful

They said: "Glory to Thee, of knowledge We have none, save what Thou Hast taught us: In

truth itis Thou Who art perfect in knowledge and wisdom". (Heifer: 32).
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The Jewish and Christian Theological References in English Translations of the Holy Quran:

Between Orientalist Perspectives and the Challenge of Untranslatability: Challenges and

Solutions.
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"Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am not come to destroy, but
to fulfil. For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by
no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of
these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but
whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For | say
to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,

you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven". (Matthew, 5: 17-20)
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"Of the several translations of the Koran now extant, there is but one which tolerably
represents the sense of the original; and that being in Latin, a new version became necessary,
at least to an English reader. What Bibliander published for a Latin translation of that book
deserves not the name of a translation; the unaccountable liberties therein taken, and the
numberless faults, both of omission and commission, leaving scarce any resemblance of the
original. It was made near six hundred years ago, being finished in 1143, by Robertus

Retenensis, an English man, with the assistance of Hermannus Dalmata, at the request of Peter,
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abbot of Clugny, who paid them well for their pains”. (The Koran, commonly called The

Alcoran of Mohamed, p: vi-vii).
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"Translation fails—or untranslatability occurs—when it is impossible to build functionally
relevant features of the situation into the contextual meaning of the T L text. Broadly speaking,
the cases where this happens fall into two categories. Those where the difficulty is linguistic,

(A linguistic Theory Of Translation, p: 94) and those where itis cultural”.
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"Wood's example of how to read “justice” in Proust through the lens of the untranslatable
(an untranslatability rendered more acute in this case because French justice and English
“justice” are homonymic “false friends”), opens up a world of literature that is alive to the
“abilities” of untranslatability. In this picture, what is lost in translation is often the best that
can be found" (Dictionary of Untranslatables, p: 11).
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